ot the: mmds oE ‘men._ to, feek fecnr:ty and -
icr of later the:chief of fome prevailing fac-
‘turns this - dlfpoﬁtxon to the purpofes of his

, conncxls and enféeble the pubhc admmlﬁratlon. It ngltates
‘founded Jealouﬁes and falfe-alarms ; kindles the ammoﬁty of one part aguinft
accafionally riot and infurretion. - It-opens the door'to forcign influence and cor-
facllxtated accefls e government!it(¢lf through'the channels of | party paffi-

_ E ountry are. fubjeﬂed to.the polxcy and will of another.
Thirre is :m opxmon that partles in free countnes are ufeful eckn upon the admxmﬁratlon of the
.and- ferve: to keep.alive the fpirit of liberty. Thls, within certain limits, is. probably
overnments -of a’ monnrchxcal caft, patriotifm may look with xndulgencc, If not with
_party.  But in thofe 'of the popular chara&er,. in. governments purely
[ 72 Apir not; to be eﬁcouraged. ‘From their natural tendericy, it is certain there wiil
“always’. he oug f that i'pmt for every: falutary purpofe. " And there being conftant danger of
- excels, thiageffort-ouight to be, by force of _public opinion, to mitigate and aﬂ'uage it._ A fire not to
“be ¥; it “demands 2 umforxn vngxlance to prevent its bur&mg mto a ﬂame, let m(lcad of

warm g 1t Ihould confume. SRR S , :

It 18 1mp_ortant hkewnfe, that the hnblta of thmkmg ina free country ﬂlould mfpxre caution in thofe
xptru{led with its adminiftration, to confine themfelves. within their refpe@ive conftitutional fpheres,
avoxdxpg in the exercife of the.pawers of one department to ‘encroach upon another. The fpirit of
qnqroachment tends ta- ¢onfolidate the powers of all the departments in one, and thus to create,
T whatever e orm” of government, a real defpotifm. . A jult eftimate of that love of power, and |-
pronenefa to abufe it, Which predominates in-the human heart, is fufficient to fatisfy us of the truth L
“of thxs poﬁtlon. “The neceffity .of reciprocil checks in .the exercife of political power, by dividing
and dlﬁnbutmg it into different. depoﬁtoncs, and conﬂ:xtutmg each the guardian of the public weal
agam{l mvaﬁons X ‘the others, has been evinced by experiments aricient and modern ; fome of them
~in-our] country and under-our own eyes.” To prefervc them muft be as neceffary as to inftitute them.
It mjrtheyopmxon of the pc.ople, the “diftribution or modification of the conftitutional powers be in
any particular wrong, let it be corre&ed by an amendment in the way which the conftitution defig-
pates.] But et there’ be no change by’ ufiirpation for'though this, in one inftance, may be the in-
ﬂrumem: of good, it.is the cuftomary weapon by which' free governments are deftroyed. - “The prece-
~dent mu& always greatly oVerbalance in permanent evil, nn) pamnl or tranﬁent beneﬁt which the ufe
can at any t:me yxeld. el 4 o , :

S “of nll the dxfpoﬁtxons ;md bu'bxts whnch lead to Polmcnl profperxty, relxgxon and morahty are in-

dlfpenfable fupports. In vain would ‘that man claim the tribute of patriotifm who fhould labour to
_ fubvert’ thefe great, prllars of human happmefs, thefe firmeft props of the duties of men and citizens.
. The- ‘mere polmcum, cqually with the pious man, ought to refpectand to cherifh them. A volume
could not trace all” their connexions with private and public felicity. Let it ﬁmply be afked, where
dsthe] fecur:ty for- property, for’ reput:mon, for life, if the fenfe of religious obligation’ ddért the
* oaths,| whxch are the mlh'uments of inveftigation in courts of juftice? And let us with caution in-
dulge the fuppofition, that morality can be maintained without religion. ‘Whatever may be conceded
;Yo the ldﬂuence of refined education on minds of pccul:ar ftructure; reafon and experience both for-
bld us to expeé't thnr. natxonal morahty'can prcv:ul in excluhon of rcllglous principle.

e ’sz fubﬁ:antxally true, that vxrtue or. moralnty is'a neceﬂ'ar) fprmg of popular government. The
- '1ru1e indeed extends with more or lefs force to every fpecies of free government. “Who that is a fin-
L ere fnend to it can look thh md:fference upon attempts to ihaLe the foundation of the fabric?

it X

B Promote, thcn, as an obje& of pnmarv lmportance, inflitutions for the genenl diffufion of know-

o _»ledge. In. proportlon as the ftrufture of a government gwes force to publc opinion, it is effential
~~§hat pj bhc opmxon Ihould be enhghtened ) v .




